
7ũċĦťĤĲƖƖŔĲƚШ9őŔũĬĦċƖĲШ]ƖŸƨƓШрШ~ċǃШΞΜΞΣ 
~ŔĦőċũŔŰċШsŸŰĦǍǃťШтШEċƖũǃШòĲċƖƚШÂĲŸƓũĲШċŰĬШÄƨċũŔƣǃШ ƚƚƨƖċŰĦĲШxĲċĬ 

 Ν 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7ũċĦťĤĲƖƖŔĲƚШ9őŔũĬĦċƖĲШ]ƖŸƨƓШрШ~ċǃШΞΜΞΣ 
~ŔĦőċũŔŰċШsŸŰĦǍǃťШтШEċƖũǃШòĲċƖƚШÂĲŸƓũĲШċŰĬШÄƨċũŔƣǃШ ƚƚƨƖċŰĦĲШxĲċĬ 

 Ξ 

 

 



7ũċĦťĤĲƖƖŔĲƚШ9őŔũĬĦċƖĲШ]ƖŸƨƓШрШ~ċǃШΞΜΞΣ 
~ŔĦőċũŔŰċШsŸŰĦǍǃťШтШEċƖũǃШòĲċƖƚШÂĲŸƓũĲШċŰĬШÄƨċũŔƣǃШ ƚƚƨƖċŰĦĲШxĲċĬ 

 Ο 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7ċĤǃШxĲĬЯШ
7ċĤǃШ
[ŸĦƨƚĲĬШ
[Ö г 



7ũċĦťĤĲƖƖŔĲƚШ9őŔũĬĦċƖĲШ]ƖŸƨƓШрШ~ċǃШΞΜΞΣ 
~ŔĦőċũŔŰċШsŸŰĦǍǃťШтШEċƖũǃШòĲċƖƚШÂĲŸƓũĲШċŰĬШÄƨċũŔƣǃШ ƚƚƨƖċŰĦĲШxĲċĬ 

 Π 

CorbyÙs Forest School Blog: Bug 

Hunting AdventШure 

Our recent forest school session was filled 

with curiosity, creativity, and hands-on 

exploration as the children immersed 

themselves in the world of bugs. 

We began the session with a simple plan 

created by staff, linking our activities to 

the curriculum while ensuring 

opportunities for exploration and 

discovery. However, as always in forest 

school, the true direction of the session 

was led by the childrenñtheir interests, 

questions, and excitement shaped the experience. 

Exploring and Hunting for Bugs 

The children eagerly set off on a bug hunt, using 

magnifying glasses and small 

collection pots to carefully 

search for insects in their natural 

habitats. Logs were gently lifted, 

leaves turned over, and explored 

with great focus and care. There 

was a real sense of awe as the 

children discovered different 

bugs, from tiny crawling insects to 

moving beetles. 

Using magnifying glasses allowed the children to look more 

closely, encouraging observation skills and sparking 

conversations about what they could see. Together, we talked about the bugsõ 

features, where they lived, and why they might choose those environments. 
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Creative Exploration 

The children were invited to extend their learning through 

creativity. Using clay, they moulded and shaped their own 

bugs, carefully adding details they had noticed during their 

hunt. Some created long worms, others made beetles with 

textured backs, showing how their observations translated into 

their play. 

We also played a fun game of Beetle, where the children rolled 

dice to draw different parts of a ladybird. This encouraged turn-

taking, listening, and excitement as their bugs gradually came 

to life on paper. 

Following the Childõs Lead 

Although the session was planned with clear intentions, it 

was the childrenõs choices that guided the flow. Some 

childШren spent a long time deeply engaged in bug 
hunting, while others moved between exploring, creating, 

and observing. This flexibility is a key part of forest school, 

allowing each child to learn in a way that feels meaningful 

to them. 

Linking to the EYFS 

 

This session supported several areas of learning within the 

EYFS: 

¶ Understanding the World: Children explored living things in their 

natural environment, developing early knowledge of insects and 

habitats  

¶ Communication and Language: Rich discussions took place as 

children described what they found and asked questions  

¶ Physical Development: Fine motor skills were developed through handling 

tools, collecting bugs, and moulding clay  

¶ Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Children built confidence, 

worked together, and showed care and respect for living creatures  

Importantly, the session also reflected the EYFS principle of child-led learning, where 

childrenõs interests drive meaningful experiences. 
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The Importance of Outdoor Exploration and Child Choice 

Outdoor learning provides a unique and stimulating 

environment that cannot be replicated indoors. The space, 

fresh air, and natural resources support childrenõs well-being 

and engagement. In this session, being outdoors encouraged 

freedom, movement, and a deeper connection to nature. 

Equally important was the emphasis on child choice. Allowing 

children to decide how they engagedñwhether hunting for 

bugs, observing quietly, or creating with clayñhelped them 

feel empowered and motivated. This autonomy fosters 

independence, curiosity, and a genuine love of learning. 

Extending the Learning Next Time 

Building on this session, there are many ways we can extend the childrenõs learning: 

¶ Introduce simple bug identification charts to support early classification skills  

¶ Create bug hotels to encourage insects to visit and allow for longer-term 

observation  

¶ Revisit the same area to observe changes over time and seasonal differences  

¶ Incorporate storytelling or small world play based on the bugs they 

discovered  

¶ Encourage mark-making by drawing and labelling bugs in more detail  

Final Thoughts 

This forest school session highlighted the power of 

combining planned learning with child-led exploration. 

From carefully observing tiny insects to creatively 

expressing their ideas through clay and drawing, the 

children were fully engaged in meaningful, hands-on 

experiences. 

By valuing childrenõs choices and embracing the natural 

outdoor environment, we create opportunities for deeper 

learning, curiosity, and connection with the world around 

them. 
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Celebrating 100 Years of Sir David Attenborough in  

Our Peterborough Nursery  

 

 

Our nursery celebrated a very special milestone ñ the 100th birthday of Sir David 

Attenborough, a lifelong explorer of the natural world and an inspiration to 

generations of children and adults alike. 

Sir David Attenborough David Attenborough has spent his life helping us understand 

and care for the planet, making him the perfect inspiration for our own learning 

about animals, habitats, and the environment. 

Across the week, the children immersed themselves in a range of hands-on, sensory, 

and creative activities designed to spark curiosity about wildlife and the natural 

world. 

 

Animal Exploration and Imaginative Play  

To kick off our celebration, the children took part in an 

animal dress-up day, arriving as their favourite creatures. 

From roaring lions to fluttering butterflies, the nursery was 

filled with excitement and imagination. 

We extended this through:Ш 

¶ Reading a variety of animal-themed story books  

¶ Talking about different habitats and where animals 

live  

¶ Encouraging children to describe animal movements 

and sounds  

These activities helped support language development and early communication 

skills while building knowledge of the world. 
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Sensory and Messy Play Experiences  

Our sensory play areas were transformed into wild 

environments: 

¶ A shaving foam sensory tray filled with jungle 

animals and sea creatures allowed children to explore 

textures and storytelling  

¶ A spider web sensory 

tray encouraged fine motor 

skills as children rescued and 

moved creatures through the 

òwebó  

¶ Water play stations using blue and green water 

represented oceans and ponds, supporting 

exploration of sea life and habitats  

These experiences helped children engage their senses 

while developing early scientific thinking. 

 

 

Creative Arts and Natural Materials  

Children explored creativity using both traditional and natural 

materials: 

¶ Clay making with natural resources such as leaves, sticks, 

and stones  

¶ Painting wood and natural objects, encouraging 

observation and texture exploration  

¶ Talking about patterns, shapes, and how materials feel 

and change  

These activities supported expressive arts and design while 

encouraging curiosity about the natural world. 
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Caring for Living Things  

A favourite activity was washing toy animals, 

where children used brushes, sponges, and 

water to clean animals from different habitats. 

This simple but meaningful activity supported: 

¶ Understanding of caring for living things  

¶ Fine motor development  

¶ Early discussions about responsibility and 

empathy  

 

Building 

and Role 

Play: 

Wilderness 

Tents  

The children 

worked together to create wilderness tents, using 

fabrics, pegs, and natural materials. This 

encouraged teamwork, problem-solving, and 

imaginative storytelling as they pretended to 

camp in the wild. 

 

Linking to the EYFS Framework  

Our activities were carefully planned to support 

the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), 

particularly: 

¶ Communication and Language ð through storytelling, animal discussions, and 

role play  

¶ Personal, Social and Emotional Development ð teamwork, sharing resources, 

and caring for animals  

¶ Physical Development ð fine motor skills through sensory play, painting, and 

clay work  

¶ Understanding the World ð exploring animals, habitats, and natural materials  

¶ Expressive Arts and Design ð creative making, painting, and imaginative play  

These experiences helped children learn through play, curiosity, and exploration ñ 

all key principles of the EYFS 
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Final Thoughts  

Celebrating the legacy of Sir David 

Attenborough helped us inspire awe and 

wonder in the natural world. The children 

showed incredible curiosity, care, and 

creativity throughout the week, and we look 

forward to continuing to explore wildlife and 

habitats in our future learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7ũċĦťĤĲƖƖŔĲƚШ9őŔũĬĦċƖĲШ]ƖŸƨƓШрШ~ċǃШΞΜΞΣ 
~ŔĦőċũŔŰċШsŸŰĦǍǃťШтШEċƖũǃШòĲċƖƚШÂĲŸƓũĲШċŰĬШÄƨċũŔƣǃШ ƚƚƨƖċŰĦĲШxĲċĬ 

 ΝΝ 

Carrot Cake cupcakes 

 

 

 

ÑőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШĲŰŢŸǃĲĬШůċťŔŰŊШĦċƖƖŸƣШĦċťĲШċƚШ
ƓċƖƣШŸŉШċШŉƨŰШċŰĬШĲŰŊċŊŔŰŊШĦŸŸťŔŰŊШċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃЮШÑőĲǃШ
ĲǂƓũŸƖĲĬШƣőĲШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШƣĲǂƣƨƖĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ŔŰŊƖĲĬŔĲŰƣƚЯШŉĲĲũŔŰŊШƣőĲШƚŸŉƣŰĲƚƚШŸŉШƣőĲШǰŸƨƖШċŰĬШ
ƣőĲШƚƣŔĦťŔŰĲƚƚШŸŉШƣőĲШůŔǂƣƨƖĲЯШċŰĬШƚŸůĲШ
ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣċƚƣĲĬШƚůċũũШƓŔĲĦĲƚШŸŉШĦċƖƖŸƣЮШ ƚШƽĲШ
ůŔǂĲĬШƣőĲШŔŰŊƖĲĬŔĲŰƣƚШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖЯШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШ
ƽċƣĦőĲĬШƽŔƣőШĦƨƖŔŸƚŔƣǃШċƚШƣőĲШƣĲǂƣƨƖĲШĦőċŰŊĲĬШ
ċŰĬШƣőĲШŔŰŊƖĲĬŔĲŰƣƚШĦŸůĤŔŰĲĬШŔŰƣŸШċШƣőŔĦťШ

ĤċƣƣĲƖЮШÑőĲǃШƣőĲŰШőĲũƓĲĬШƣŸШ
ƚĦŸŸƓШƣőĲШůŔǂƣƨƖĲШŔŰƣŸШĦċťĲШ
ĦċƚĲƚЯШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
ĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШőċŰĬтĲǃĲШ
ĦŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШĲċƖũǃШ
ŔŰĬĲƓĲŰĬĲŰĦĲЮШÑőŔƚШċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃШċũƚŸШũŔŰťĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШċƖĲċƚШŸŉШ
ũĲċƖŰŔŰŊЯШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШ~ċƣőĲůċƣŔĦƚШƣőƖŸƨŊőШĲċƖũǃШ
ůĲċƚƨƖŔŰŊЯШƚĦŸŸƓŔŰŊШċŰĬШǯũũŔŰŊЯШ9ŸůůƨŰŔĦċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШ
xċŰŊƨċŊĲШċƚШƓƖċĦƣŔƣŔŸŰĲƖƚШƣċũťĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШċĤŸƨƣШ
ƽőċƣШƣőĲǃШĦŸƨũĬШƚĲĲЯШŉĲĲũШċŰĬШƣċƚƣĲЯШċŰĬШÂőǃƚŔĦċũШ
?ĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШċƚШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƨƚĲĬШƣőĲŔƖШőċŰĬƚШċŰĬШƣŸŸũƚШ
ƣŸШůŔǂШċŰĬШƚĦŸŸƓЮШÑőĲШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲШĲŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲĬШĦƨƖŔŸƚŔƣǃЯШ
ƚĲŰƚŸƖǃШĲǂƓũŸƖċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШĲċƖũǃШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣŔŸŰШŔŰШƚŔůƓũĲШ
ĦŸŸťŔŰŊШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚЮ 
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Bunny 

Cupcakes 

 

ÑőĲШƨŰĬĲƖШΞќƚШĲŰŢŸǃĲĬШůċťŔŰŊШĤƨŰŰǃШ
ĦƨƓĦċťĲƚШƨƚŔŰŊШċШƚŔůƓũĲШƖĲĦŔƓĲШŸŉШ
ǰŸƨƖЯШƚƨŊċƖЯШĤċťŔŰŊШƓŸƽĬĲƖЯШĦŔŰŰċůŸŰШ
ċŰĬШĤƨƣƣĲƖЮШÑőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШĲǂƓũŸƖĲĬШƣőĲШ
ŔŰŊƖĲĬŔĲŰƣƚШċŰĬШƣŸŸťШƓċƖƣШŔŰШůŔǂŔŰŊШ
ƣőĲůШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖЯШƽċƣĦőŔŰŊШőŸƽШƣőĲШ
ƣĲǂƣƨƖĲШĦőċŰŊĲĬШċƚШƣőĲШŔŰŊƖĲĬŔĲŰƣƚШ
ĦŸůĤŔŰĲĬШƣŸШŉŸƖůШƣőĲШĦċťĲШůŔǂƣƨƖĲЮШÑŸШ
ĦƖĲċƣĲШƣőĲШĤƨŰŰǃШĲċƖШƚőċƓĲЯШƽĲШƓũċĦĲĬШ
ċШƚůċũũШƓŔĲĦĲШŸŉШŉŸŔũШŔŰШƣőĲШƚŔĬĲШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ĦƨƓĦċťĲШƣŔŰЯШŊĲŰƣũǃШƓƨƚőŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦċƚĲШŔŰШƣŸШŉŸƖůШƣőĲШĲċƖƚЮШÑőĲШ
ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƽĲƖĲШƻĲƖǃШĲŰŊċŊĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШƓƖŸĦĲƚƚШċŰĬШĲŰŢŸǃĲĬШőĲũƓŔŰŊШƣŸШ

ƚĦŸŸƓШƣőĲШůŔǂƣƨƖĲШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШĦċƚĲƚЮ 

§ŰĦĲШƣőĲШĦċťĲƚШƽĲƖĲШĤċťĲĬШċŰĬШĦŸŸũĲĬЯШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƨƚĲĬШċШƻĲŊċŰШ
ĤƨƣƣĲƖĦƖĲċůШƣŸШĬĲĦŸƖċƣĲШƣőĲŔƖШĤƨŰŰǃШĦƨƓĦċťĲƚЮШÑőĲǃШőċĬШŊƖĲċƣШŉƨŰШ
ƚƓƖĲċĬŔŰŊШċŰĬШċĬĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШŔĦŔŰŊЯШĲǂƓũŸƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШƣĲǂƣƨƖĲШƽőŔũĲШĬĲƻĲũŸƓŔŰŊШ
ƣőĲŔƖШőċŰĬтĲǃĲШĦŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШĲċƖũǃШǯŰĲШůŸƣŸƖШƚťŔũũƚЮШ ũũШŸŉШƣőĲШ

ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣĲĬШƽĲũũШŔŰШƣőĲШċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃШ
ċŰĬШƽĲƖĲШƻĲƖǃШƓƖŸƨĬШŸŉШƣőĲШǯŰŔƚőĲĬШ
ƖĲƚƨũƣƚг 
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Aᴋ with 

Michalina 

We recently had a wonderful opportunity for our Preschool 

children to explore their creativity through art with Michalina. 

She kindly brought in some of her own artwork from home, which sparked lots of 

curiosity and discussion. The children enjoyed talking 

about what they could see, while Michalina explained 

the materials and techniques she had used. 

Inspired by this, the children were invited to create their 

own artwork using a wide range of resources, including 

different types of brushes, rollers, and wooden tools. 

Furniture was moved to create space, allowing them to 

work on the floor and use their gross motor skills to 

explore art in a more physical and 

expressive way. Many of the children naturally 

extended their exploration by using their hands, 

fully immersing themselves in the sensory 

experience. The session lasted for nearly two 

hours, with children coming and going, deeply 

engaged in mixing colours, experimenting with 

techniques, and discovering new ways to paint. 

Our Lower Preschool children have also 

been inspired by this approach, and we 

have continued to extend their interests by 

incorporating seasonal elements. Recently, 

preschool and toddler children have been 

creating artwork using flowers and natural 

resources found 

around our 

gardenõs areas, 

linking creativity 

with the world 

around them.Ш 
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These experiences play a key role in 

supporting school readiness, particularly 

in developing early mark-making skills. 

Through exploring a variety of tools, 

movements, and surfaces, children are 

strengthening the muscles needed for 

later writing, as well as building 

confidence in expressing their ideas. 

The freedom to explore on both small 

and large scales encourages children 

to experiment with control, 

coordination, and creativityñ

laying strong foundations for 

writing and communication. 

This experience strongly supports the 

principles of the EYFS, particularly within 

Expressive Arts and Design and Physical 

Development. Encouraging children to 

explore, use and refine a variety of artistic 

effects, and to develop their own ideas 

and creativity through open-ended 

experiences. It also aligns with the Ofsted 

Education Inspection Framework, 

promoting a rich, engaging curriculum and high-quality 

interactions that support children to become deeply 

involved in their learning. 

Michalina was fantastic, and it was a pleasure to see 

her so engaged and passionate, sharing her love of art with the children. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed the experience, and it has been wonderful to see their 

creativity continue to grow. 
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Babies in the Mud Kitchen 

During our recent mud kitchen session, I observed how sensory 

playñparticularly through smellñallowed every baby to take part in 

their own way. Some babies actively reached for the herbs, 

squeezing and exploring them with their hands, while others were 

more observant, quietly taking in the scents around them. One baby 

remained still, simply watching and smelling, showing that 

participation doesnõt always need to be physical to be meaningful. 

There was no òright wayó for the babies to engage, which naturally 

removed barriers and supported an inclusive experience for all. 

Each child interacted at their own pace and in their own way, reinforcing the 

importance of offering open-ended opportunities. 

In this session, inclusion was evident through how the environment was set up and 

how the babies responded: 

¶ Resources such as herbs and flowers were placed 

within easy reach, allowing even less mobile babies to 

access them independently  

¶ The use of strong, natural 

scents like mint and lavender 

supported babies who relied more 

on sensory input beyond vision  

¶ Some babies revisited the 

same herbs repeatedly, showing 

how familiar smells can provide 

comfort and support those who 

benefit from routine  

¶ The calm outdoor space helped babies who may feel 

overwhelmed remain regulated and engaged  

This experience reinforced that inclusion comes from adapting the environment, not 

the child. By doing so, we created a space where every baby could feel a sense of 

belonging.Ш 

Taking the session outdoors added noticeable value. The babies had more space to 

move freely, and the natural environment seemed to spark greater curiosity. The 

fresh air and open space supported their well-being, with several babies remaining 

engaged for periods than usual. 
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Linking to the EYFS 

¶ Communication and Language: Babies were exposed to simple descriptive 

language such as òsmell the mintó and òthatõs fresh,ó supporting early 

vocabulary development  

¶ Physical Development: Picking herbs, grasping petals, and stirring supported 

fine motor skills  

¶ Personal, Social and Emotional Development: The calm, inclusive 

environment helped babies feel safe and confident to explore  

¶ Understanding the World: Babies engaged with natural materials, beginning 

to make connections with plants and their environment  

The Role of the Adult 

During the session, we focused on observing how each baby chose to engage and 

responded accordingly. Rather than directing play, we modelled simple language 

and allowed the babies time to explore without interruption. 

Small adaptations such as repositioning resources or 

simplifying the space helped ensure all babies could 

participate comfortably. 

This session highlighted how important it is to slow down and 

give babies the time and space they need. 

This mud kitchen experience showed that even simple 

activities can become powerful learning 

opportunities when they are inclusive and 

sensory-rich. Watching the babies smell 

herbs, crush leaves, and engage with the 

natural environment demonstrated how 

meaningful these small moments are. 

It reinforced for me that by providing thoughtful, adaptable 

environments especially outdoors we can support every baby to 

explore, learn, and develop a sense of curiosity about the world 

around them. 
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Forest School Stay and Play at 

March 

 

 

ìĲШƽĲƖĲШĬĲũŔŊőƣĲĬШƣŸШƽĲũĦŸůĲШŸƨƖШŉċůŔũŔĲƚШƣŸШŸƨƖШ
ƖĲĦĲŰƣШ[ŸƖĲƚƣШÉĦőŸŸũШÉƣċǃШċŰĬШÂũċǃШƚĲƚƚŔŸŰЯШƽőĲƖĲШ
ĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲШőċĬШƣőĲШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШĲǂƓũŸƖĲЯШĦƖĲċƣĲШċŰĬШ
ũĲċƖŰШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШŔŰШŸƨƖШŸƨƣĬŸŸƖШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣЮ 

ÑőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣőŸƖŸƨŊőũǃШĲŰŢŸǃĲĬШůċťŔŰŊШƽŸŸĬũċŰĬШ
ĦƖĲċƣƨƖĲƚШŉƖŸůШĦũċǃЯШƨƚŔŰŊШċШƻċƖŔĲƣǃШŸŉШŰċƣƨƖċũШ

ƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШƚƨĦőШċƚШƚƣŔĦťƚЯШ
ũĲċƻĲƚЯШƚĲĲĬƚШċŰĬШǰŸƽĲƖƚШƣŸШ
ċĬĬШĬĲƣċŔũƚШƣŸШƣőĲŔƖШĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰƚЮШ
ÑőŔƚШĲŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲĬШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШ
ƣŸШƨƚĲШƣőĲŔƖШŔůċŊŔŰċƣŔŸŰЯШ
ĲǂƓƖĲƚƚШƣőĲŔƖШŔĬĲċƚШċŰĬШ
ĲǂƓũŸƖĲШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШƣĲǂƣƨƖĲƚШċŰĬШ
ůċƣĲƖŔċũƚШŉŸƨŰĬШŔŰШŰċƣƨƖĲЮ 

§ƨƖШůƨĬШťŔƣĦőĲŰШƽċƚШċШőŔƻĲШŸŉШ
ċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃШċƚШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШċŰĬШƣőĲŔƖШŉċůŔũŔĲƚШƽŸƖťĲĬШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШ
ƣŸШĦƖĲċƣĲШŔůċŊŔŰċƣŔƻĲШƓŸƣŔŸŰƚШƨƚŔŰŊШŰċƣƨƖċũШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШĦŸũũĲĦƣĲĬШŉƖŸůШċƖŸƨŰĬШƣőĲШ[ŸƖĲƚƣШÉĦőŸŸũШ

ċƖĲċЮШÑőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШ ůŔǂĲĬЯШ
ƓŸƨƖĲĬЯШƚƣŔƖƖĲĬШ ċŰĬШ
ĲǂƓĲƖŔůĲŰƣĲĬШ ƽŔƣőШ
ĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШ
ůċƣĲƖŔċũƚЯШ
ĬĲƻĲũŸƓŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШ ĦƨƖŔŸƚŔƣǃШ
ċŰĬШĦƖĲċƣŔƻŔƣǃШ ƽőŔũĲШ
ĲŰŊċŊŔŰŊШŔŰШƖŔĦőШ
ĦŸŰƻĲƖƚċƣŔŸŰƚШ ƽŔƣőШƣőĲŔƖШ
ƓĲĲƖƚШċŰĬШ ŉċůŔũŔĲƚЮ 

?ƨƖŔŰŊШŸƨƖШ [ŸƖĲƚƣШ
ÉĦőŸŸũШĦŔƖĦũĲШƣŔůĲЯШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲШĦċůĲШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШƣŸШƚŔŰŊШ
ŉċůŔũŔċƖШ[ŸƖĲƚƣШÉĦőŸŸũШƚŸŰŊƚШċŰĬШƚőċƖĲШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲƚШ
ŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƚĲƚƚŔŸŰЮШÑőŔƚШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲĬШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШŉŸƖШ
ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣŸШĤƨŔũĬШĦŸŰǯĬĲŰĦĲЯШĬĲƻĲũŸƓШũŔƚƣĲŰŔŰŊШċŰĬШ
ċƣƣĲŰƣŔŸŰШƚťŔũũƚШċŰĬШŉĲĲШũШƓċƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲШƽŔĬĲƖШŊƖŸƨƓЮ 
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ŰŸƣőĲƖШƓŸƓƨũċƖШċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃШƽċƚШĦƖĲċƣŔŰŊШĤƨĤĤũĲШƽċŰĬƚШƨƚŔŰŊШŰċƣƨƖċũШ
ůċƣĲƖŔċũƚЮШÑőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШĲǂƓũŸƖĲĬШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШƚőċƓĲƚШċŰĬШƚŔǍĲƚЯШ
ƣĲƚƣŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШĬŔƚĦŸƻĲƖŔŰŊШƽőŔĦőШĬĲƚŔŊŰƚШƽŸƖťĲĬШ
ĤĲƚƣШŉŸƖШůċťŔŰŊШĤƨĤĤũĲƚЮШÑőŔƚШĲŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲĬШƓƖŸĤũĲůрƚŸũƻŔŰŊЯШ
ŔŰƻĲƚƣŔŊċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШĦƖŔƣŔĦċũШƣőŔŰťŔŰŊШƚťŔũũƚЮ 

ÑőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШċũƚŸШƽŸƖťĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲŔƖШŉċůŔũŔĲƚШƣŸШĦƖĲċƣĲШƚőċƓĲƚШ
ƨƚŔŰŊШŰċƣƨƖċũШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШŉŸƨŰĬШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣЮШÑőĲǃШ
ĦċƖĲŉƨũũǃШƚĲũĲĦƣĲĬШƚƣŔĦťƚЯШũĲċƻĲƚЯШƚƣŸŰĲƚШċŰĬШŸƣőĲƖШůċƣĲƖŔċũƚШƣŸШ
ĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣШċШƻċƖŔĲƣǃШŸŉШƚőċƓĲƚЯШĬĲƻĲũŸƓŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШůċƣőĲůċƣŔĦċũШ
ƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШƽőŔũĲШĲǂƓũŸƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШŸƨƣĬŸŸƖШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣЮШ
ÑőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣШƣőĲШƚĲƚƚŔŸŰЯШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШĬĲůŸŰƚƣƖċƣĲĬШċШƖĲċũШƚĲŰƚĲШ
ŸŉШĦƨƖŔŸƚŔƣǃЯШĦŸŰǯĬĲŰĦĲШċŰĬШŔŰĬĲƓĲŰĬĲŰĦĲШċƚШƣőĲǃШĲǂƓũŸƖĲĬШƣőĲШ
[ŸƖĲƚƣШÉĦőŸŸũШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣЮШfƣШƽċƚШƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũШƣŸШƚĲĲШŉċůŔũŔĲƚШ
ũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШċũŸŰŊƚŔĬĲШƣőĲŔƖШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШċŰĬШƚőċƖŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲŔƖШĲǂĦŔƣĲůĲŰƣШ

ċŰĬШĬŔƚĦŸƻĲƖŔĲƚЮ 

ÑőŔƚШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲĬШƻċũƨċĤũĲШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШ
ŉŸƖШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣŸШĦŸŰŰĲĦƣШƽŔƣőШŰċƣƨƖĲЯШĬĲƻĲũŸƓШƣőĲŔƖШ
ĦƖĲċƣŔƻŔƣǃШċŰĬШƚƣƖĲŰŊƣőĲŰШƖĲũċƣŔŸŰƚőŔƓƚШƽŔƣőШĤŸƣőШ
ƣőĲŔƖШƓĲĲƖƚШċŰĬШŉċůŔũǃШůĲůĤĲƖƚШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƚőċƖĲĬШ
ũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲƚЮ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7ũċĦťĤĲƖƖŔĲƚШ9őŔũĬĦċƖĲШ]ƖŸƨƓШрШ~ċǃШΞΜΞΣ 
~ŔĦőċũŔŰċШsŸŰĦǍǃťШтШEċƖũǃШòĲċƖƚШÂĲŸƓũĲШċŰĬШÄƨċũŔƣǃШ ƚƚƨƖċŰĦĲШxĲċĬ 

 ΝΦ 

Hungry Caterpillar Stay & Play in the Bike Garden  

A joyful afternoon of exploration, creativity, and partnership in our Lower Preschool 

Our Lower Preschool children recently enjoyed a Hungry Caterpillar Stay & Play session 
in the bike garden, bringing learning to life through hands-on activities inspired by the 
much-loved story. With families invited to join, the session created a warm, 
collaborative atmosphere where children could explore, create, and grow alongside 
their parents and carers. 

A Feast of Fun and Learning 

The bike garden was transformed into a learning space filled with 
planned activities linked to the story. One of the highlights was the fruit-
chopping station, where children explored healthy foods such as 

oranges, apples, and pears. With support from 
adults, they practised safe cutting skills, 
developed hand-eye coordination, and engaged in 
meaningful conversations about textures, 
colours, and tastes. This activity not only 
encouraged independence but also promoted 
early understanding of healthy eating. 

Nearby, creativity flourished at the painting tray. Children 
designed and decorated their own butterflies using a variety of 
colours and tools. This expressive activity supported fine motor 
development while allowing children to explore symmetry, 

patterns, and imaginationуkey elements of early artistic development. 

Story Sequencing and Communication  

To deepen their connection with the story, children took part in a sequencing activity, 
retelling the journey of the Hungry Caterpillar. Using visual prompts, they worked 
alongside their parents to place events in order. This supported early literacy skills, 
including comprehension, recall, and language development, while also building 
confidence in storytelling. 

Active Play and Physical Development  

The session also included a ball pit and parachute games, which brought energy and 
excitement to the afternoon. These activities supported gross motor development, 
coordination, and teamwork. The parachute in particular encouraged children to follow 
instructions, cooperate with others, and experience the joy of shared play. 
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The Importance of Parent Partnership  

A key focus of the session was strengthening the partnership between parents and the 
setting. By participating in activities alongside their children, parents gained insight into 
how learning is supported through play. It also provided an opportunity for practitioners 
ƣŸШůŸĬĲũШŔŰƣĲƖċĦƣŔŸŰƚЯШƚőċƖĲШŔĬĲċƚЯШċŰĬШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲШĲċĦőШĦőŔũĬќƚШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣЮ 

These shared experiences help build strong relationships, 
ensuring consistency between home and setting. When 
parents are actively involved in their 
ĦőŔũĬќƚШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШŢŸƨƖŰĲǃЯШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШŉĲĲũШ
more secure, confident, and 
motivated to explore. 

Links to the EYFS 

The session was thoughtfully planned 
in line with the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) framework, supporting 

all areas of learning: 

¶ Communication and Language : Through storytelling, discussions, and shared 
activities. 

¶ Physical Development : Via fruit chopping, painting, and active play. 
¶ Personal, Social and Emotional Development : Encouraging collaboration, 

confidence, and independence. 
¶ Literacy : Story sequencing and engagement with familiar texts. 
¶ Understanding the World : Exploring food, nature, and life cycles. 
¶ Expressive Arts and Design: Creative butterfly painting and imaginative play. 

The Hungry Caterpillar Stay & Play session was a wonderful celebration of learning 
through play, curiosity, and connection. It highlighted how meaningful experiencesу
especially those shared with familiesуcan nurture a love of learning and support every 
chiũĬќƚШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШŔŰШċШőŸũŔƚƣŔĦШƽċǃЮ 

We look forward to welcoming families to more sessions like 
this! 
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lşĸĸŕļŬů hŴħƏ ħŚĸ bŕħƏ 

Spring bloom 

Our toddler Stay and Play session was ɤlled with the beauty and 

wonder of our ȶSpring Bloomȷ theme. The children explored a 

variety of exciting sensory and investigative activities that 

encouraged curiosity, creativity, and early learning through play. 

The toddlers loved matching the colourful spaghetti ȶwormsȷ to 

the correct coloured bowls. This activity supported colour 

recognition, hand-eye coordination, and ɤne motor development 

while providing lots of fun and laughter. 

The children also enjoyed using clay to mould and create 

different insects, using their imagination and developing 

their ɤnger strength and control. Alongside this, they 

explored pressing plastic insects into play dough, creating 

patterns and prints while talking about the different bugs 

they could see.Ш 

In our mud kitchen, the children made 

their own ȶɥower soupȷ using natural 

materials such as petals, leaves, and 

water. This sensory experience encouraged imaginative play, 

communication, and teamwork as the children mixed and served 

their creations to one another. 

Another exciting investigation activity involved scooping soil into 

magnifying glass cups so the children could closely explore what 

creatures might be living underneath. The children were fascinated 

as they searched for insects and worms, encouraging their curiosity about the 

natural world and developing early scientiɤc thinking skills. 

We were also very pleased to welcome Fiona, our Lower Pre-School Room Leader, 

who brought some of the Lower Pre-School children to join our Stay and Play 

session. This was a wonderful opportunity for the toddlers to meet some of the 

children they may be playing with when they transition 

into Lower Pre-School in September. 

It was also lovely for parents to meet Fiona and begin 

building those important relationships ahead of the 

transition. Fiona spent time introducing herself to 

families, helping to create a sense of familiarity and 

reassurance for both children and parents as they prepare 

for this exciting next step. 

Thank you to all the families who joined us for such a 

wonderful spring-themed session full of exploration, 

creativity, and fun! 
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ÑőĲШƨŰĬĲƖШΞќƚШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШċĤŸƨƣШĲċƖƣőШĬċǃг 

ìĲШőċƻĲШĦċƖƖŔĲĬШŸƨƣШċШƻċƖŔĲƣǃШŸŉШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚЯШƣőĲƚĲШŔŰĦũƨĬĲЯШũĲċŉШƖƨĤĤŔŰŊЯШ
ƽċƣĲƖШƓƖŔŰƣŔŰŊШŸŉШũĲċƻĲƚЯШƓċŔŰƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬШƨƚŔŰŊШĬċĤĤĲƖƚШċŰĬШǯŰŊĲƖƚЯШƽĲШƣőĲŰШ
ĦƖĲċƣĲĬШċШĦŸũŸƨƖШůŔǂŔŰŊШċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĦŸũŸƨƖƚШĤũƨĲШċŰĬШŊƖĲĲŰЮ 

ìĲШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШĲŰċĤũŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣŸШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬШċƖŸƨŰĬШƣőĲůШƽőŔũƚƣШ
ũŸŸťŔŰŊШċƣШƣőĲШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШƚĦőĲůċƚШƣŸШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШƣőĲŔƖШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣЮШ 

ÑőŔƚШƽĲĲťШƽĲШőċƻĲШŉŸĦƨƚĲĬШŸŰШƣőĲШĲůƓƣǃШċŰĬШǯũũŔŰŊШƚĦőĲůċШċŰĬШĬċĤĤŔŰŊШƚĦőĲůċЮШ 

[ƖŸůШƣőŔƚШċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃЯШƽĲШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШ
ŔŰƣƖŸĬƨĦŔŰŊШŰĲƽШũċŰŊƨċŊĲШƣŸШƣőĲШ
ƨŰĬĲƖШΞќƚШƚƨĦőШċƚШƓŸƨƖŔŰŊЯШůŔǂŔŰŊШ
ĲƣĦЮШÑőĲШƨŰĬĲƖШΞќƚШőċƻĲШŊƖċƚƓĲĬШ
ƣőĲƚĲШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШƻĲƖǃШƽĲũũШċŰĬШċƖĲШ
ŰŸƽШċƣШċШƚƣƖŸŰŊШƓŸŔŰƣШŸŉШĤĲŔŰŊШ
ĦŸŰǯĬĲŰƣШŔŰШƚĦőĲůċƚШċŰĬШ
ƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШ
ƣĲĦőŰŔƕƨĲƚЮШ 
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Under 2õs Little Chefõs at 

March 

 

Creating our very own mini pizzas 

 

 

 

The children took part in a Little Chefs activity, where they 

used wraps and a variety of 

ingredients to create their 

own pizzas. To ensure 

inclusion, we used vegan 

ingredients to support a child 

in our unit, and together the 

children made a snowman 

pizza using vegan chicken, 

vegan cheese, tomatoes, and 

tomato purée. Each child had 

their own bowl of ingredients 

and was encouraged to cut 

their own wrap, spread the 

purée independently, and 

choose their own toppings, 

supporting independence and ɤne motor skills. Children 

were also given the opportunity to taste the leftover 

vegan ingredients, allowing them to explore new 

textures and ɥavours. This 

was a fantastic hands-on 

experience, and every 

child was fully engaged 

and participated with enthusiasm.  
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Northern Lights Biscuits 

 

For our Northern Lights shortbread 

biscuits, the children explored colour 

mixing and how shades blend together 

to create new effects. As they added 

and swirled the colours, they developed 

their ɤne motor skills through using 

pincer and palm grasps, strengthening 

the small muscles in their hands that 

support early mark-making and self-

feeding skills. This activity also 

encouraged creativity, curiosity and 

sensory exploration, as the children 

observed changes in colour and 

texture. The children practised 

turn-taking, built their 

attention and concentration 

skills, and were introduced to 

new descriptive language linked 

to colours and patterns. 

 

Snowɥake Shortbread Biscuits 

We also made snowɥake shortbread 

biscuits, spreading butter icing and 

sprinkling desiccated coconut to create a 

frosty ɤnish. This activity supported handȰ

eye coordination and control as the children 

used tools to spread and sprinkle. They 

explored different textures, noticing the 

smoothness of the icing and 

the light, ɥaky feel of the 

coconut. Through this experience, the babies developed 

independence and decision-making skills, as all 

ingredients were laid out for them to choose from. 

Encouraging choice has had a very positive impact in 

the Under 2s room, helping children to feel calm, safe 

and conɤdent around food. As a result, we are seeing 

greater willingness to try new tastes and textures, 

building healthy relationships with food from an early 

age. 
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Puff Pastry Flowers 

 

 

 

The children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in our puff 

pastry ɥower baking activity. They carefully used cutters 

to shape two pieces of puff pastry, before selecting their 

preferred ɤlling from a choice of lemon curd or 

jam. 

Our younger children (under twos) were 

supported in creating a small hole in one of the 

pastry shapes before thoughtfully placing the 

second piece on top. The pastries were then 

baked to perfection, and once cooled, the 

children ɤnished them with a light dusting of 

icing sugar. 

This hands-on activity provided a wonderful 

opportunity to develop 

ɤne motor skills, 

encourage independence, 

and explore simple 

cooking processes in a 

fun and engaging way. 
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ÖƓƓĲƖШÂƖĲƚĦőŸŸũШÉĦőŸŸũШÅĲċĬŔŰĲƚƚШÉƣċǃШċŰĬШ
ÂũċǃШШΞΜƣőШ~ċǃШΞΜΞΣ 

§ƨƖШÉƣċǃШċŰĬШÂũċǃШƚĲƚƚŔŸŰШ
ŉŸĦƨƚĲĬШŸŰШƚĦőŸŸũШ
ƖĲċĬŔŰĲƚƚШċŰĬШőŸƽШƣŸШ
ƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШ
ƣƖċŰƚŔƣŔŸŰŔŰŊШƣŸШƚĦőŸŸũШŔŰШ
ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖЮШEċĦőШŸŉШŸƨƖШ
ċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲĬШċŰШ
ŔŰƚŔŊőƣШŔŰƣŸШőŸƽШƣőĲǃШ
ƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШ
ĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШŉŸƖШƚĦőŸŸũШ

ƖĲċĬŔŰĲƚƚЮШEƻĲƖǃШċƖĲċШƖĲǰĲĦƣĲĬШƣőĲШΤШ ƖĲċƚШŸŉШxĲċƖŰŔŰŊШċƚШŸƨƣũŔŰĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШ?ĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШ~ċƣƣĲƖƚШ
ĬŸĦƨůĲŰƣЮ 

§ƨƖШÂĲƖƚŸŰċũЯШÉŸĦŔċũШċŰĬШEůŸƣŔŸŰċũШ?ĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШċƖĲċШƽċƚШũŔŰťĲĬШƣŸШ
ƣőĲШƚƣŸƖǃШÑőĲЮ9ŸũŸƨƖЮ~ŸŰƚƣĲƖЮ]ŸĲƚЮƣŸЮÉĦőŸŸũЯШƽőŔĦőШĲǂƓũŸƖĲƚШƣőĲШ
ƖċŰŊĲШŸŉШĲůŸƣŔŸŰƚШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШůċǃШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲШƽőĲŰШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШƚĦőŸŸũЮ 

§ƨƖШũŔƣĲƖċĦǃШċƖĲċШƽċƚШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШĤŸŸťƚШċĤŸƨƣШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШƚĦőŸŸũЯШ
ċŰĬШŔƣШƽċƚШũŸƻĲũǃШƣŸШƚĲĲШƓċƖĲŰƣƚШƖĲċĬŔŰŊШƣőĲƚĲШ
ƚƣŸƖŔĲƚШƽŔƣőШƣőĲŔƖШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰЮШfŰШŸƨƖШƽƖŔƣŔŰŊШċƖĲċЯШ
ĲċĦőШĦőŔũĬШőċĬШċШũċůŔŰċƣĲĬШƚőĲĲƣШƽŔƣőШƣőĲŔƖШŰċůĲШƽƖŔƣƣĲŰШŸŰШŔƣЯШċŰĬШƣőĲǃШ
ƓƖŸƨĬũǃШƚőŸƽĲĬШƣőĲŔƖШƓċƖĲŰƣƚШőŸƽШƽĲũũШƣőĲǃШĦċŰШƽƖŔƣĲШƣőĲŔƖШŰċůĲƚЮШÉŸůĲШ
ƓċƖĲŰƣƚШĦŸůůĲŰƣĲĬШŸŰШőŸƽШċůċǍĲĬШƣőĲǃШƽĲƖĲШĤǃШƣőĲŔƖШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШ
ƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚШŔŰШŰċůĲШƽƖŔƣŔŰŊЮ 

ìĲШċũƚŸШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬШũŸƻĲũǃШŉĲĲĬĤċĦťШŉƖŸůШƓċƖĲŰƣƚШƽőŸШƚőċƖĲĬШƣőċƣШƣőĲŔƖШ
ĦőŔũĬШŔƚШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔƚŔŰŊШũĲƣƣĲƖƚШċƣШőŸůĲЯШőŔŊőũŔŊőƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШŸŉШŸƨƖШ
љxĲƣƣĲƖШŸŉШƣőĲШìĲĲťњШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚЮШ ũƣőŸƨŊőШŔƣШůċǃШŰŸƣШċũƽċǃƚШƚĲĲůШĲƻŔĬĲŰƣШ
ċƣШƣőĲШƣŔůĲШƣőċƣШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШċƖĲШƣċťŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰЯШĦŸůůĲŰƣƚШũŔťĲШ
ƣőĲƚĲШŉƖŸůШƓċƖĲŰƣƚШƚőŸƽШƨƚШƣőċƣШŸƨƖШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШċŰĬШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШċƖĲШőċƻŔŰŊШ
ċШƓŸƚŔƣŔƻĲШŔůƓċĦƣШŸŰШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШċŰĬШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣЮ 

ШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШƓŸƓƨũċƖШċƖĲċШƽċƚШÖŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШ
ƣőĲШìŸƖũĬЯШƽőĲƖĲШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШƽĲƖĲШĤċƚĲĬШŸŰШƣőĲШ
ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣƚШŔŰШůŔŰŔĤĲċƚƣƚЮШfƣШƽċƚШ
ƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũШƣŸШőĲċƖШŸŰĲШĦőŔũĬШƣĲũũŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШƓċƖĲŰƣШ
ċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШĤƨŊШőƨŰƣШƽĲШőċĬШĤĲĲŰШŸŰШĲċƖũŔĲƖШƣőċƣШ
ĬċǃШĬƨƖŔŰŊШ[ŸƖĲƚƣШÉĦőŸŸũЮШÑőĲǃШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲĬШƣőĲШ
ŔŰƚĲĦƣƚШƽĲШŉŸƨŰĬЯШƽőĲƖĲШƽĲШŉŸƨŰĬШƣőĲůЯШċŰĬШ
ĦŸũũĲĦƣĲĬШƣőĲШƓũċƚƣŔĦШŔŰƚĲĦƣƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƣƖċǃШƣŸШ
ƚőŸƽШƣőĲŔƖШƓċƖĲŰƣЮШÑőĲШĦőŔũĬШċũƚŸШƚƓŸťĲШ
ĦŸŰǯĬĲŰƣũǃШċĤŸƨƣШƨƚŔŰŊШċШĦőĲĦťũŔƚƣШƚőĲĲƣШƣŸШƣŔĦťШ

ŸǭШƣőĲШŔŰƚĲĦƣƚШƣőĲǃШĬŔƚĦŸƻĲƖĲĬЮ 
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 ΞΤ 

ÑőĲШÖƓƓĲƖШÂƖĲƚĦőŸŸũШƚƣċǭШƚƓŸťĲШƽŔƣőШƓċƖĲŰƣƚШċĤŸƨƣШċŰǃШĦŸŰĦĲƖŰƚШƣőĲǃШůċǃШ
őċƻĲШƖĲŊċƖĬŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШĦőŔũĬШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШƚĦőŸŸũШċŰĬШŸǭĲƖĲĬШƓƖċĦƣŔĦċũШċĬƻŔĦĲШŸŰШőŸƽШ
ƣőĲǃШĦċŰШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШƣőĲŔƖШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШċƣШőŸůĲЮШÑőŔƚШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШƽċƚШċũƚŸШĬŔƚƓũċǃĲĬШ
ŔŰШŉƖċůĲƚШċƖŸƨŰĬШƣőĲШƖŸŸůЯШƽőŔĦőШƓċƖĲŰƣƚШƚċŔĬШƣőĲǃШŉŸƨŰĬШĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШƨƚĲŉƨũЮ 

ÑőĲШĤĲƚƣШƓċƖƣШŉŸƖШƨƚШÂƖĲƚĦőŸŸũШƚƣċǭШƽċƚШƽċƣĦőŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƓƖŸƨĬũǃШ
ƚőŸƽŔŰŊШƣőĲŔƖШƓċƖĲŰƣƚШƣőĲŔƖШċƖƣƽŸƖťШŸŰШƣőĲШ
ŰŸƣŔĦĲШĤŸċƖĬƚШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШƚƓĲċťŔŰŊШċĤŸƨƣШ
ƽőċƣШƣőĲǃШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШĬŸŔŰŊШŔŰШÂƖĲƚĦőŸŸũЮШ 

 

ШШШ 
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9ĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŰŊШ?ċƻŔĬШ ƣƣĲŰĤŸƖŸƨŊőШΝΜΜƣőШĤŔƖƣőĬċǃШŔŰШÖƓƓĲƖШÂƖĲƚĦőŸŸũШċƣШ
9ŸƖĤǃ 

 

§ƨƖШĬċǃШĤĲŊċŰШŔŰШ[ŸƖĲƚƣШÉĦőŸŸũЯШƽőĲƖĲШƽĲШƚƣċƖƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШĦŔƖĦũĲШƣŔůĲШċŰĬШ
ĬŔƚĦƨƚƚĲĬШőŸƽШƣŸШƚƣċǃШƚċŉĲШŔŰШƣőĲШŉŸƖĲƚƣШƚŸШƣőċƣШƽĲШĬŸШŰŸƣШ

őƨƖƣШŸƨƖƚĲũƻĲƚШŸƖШƣőĲШċŰŔůċũƚШċŰĬШ
ŔŰƚĲĦƣƚШċƖŸƨŰĬШƨƚЮШìĲШƚƓŸťĲШċĤŸƨƣШ
ƽőŸШ?ċƻŔĬШ ƣƣĲŰĤŸƖŸƨŊőШŔƚШċŰĬШƽőǃШőĲШ
ŔƚШĤĲŔŰŊШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲĬЮШ7ĲŔŰŊШŸŰĲШőƨŰĬƖĲĬШ
ǃĲċƖƚШŸũĬШŔƚШċůċǍŔŰŊШĤƨƣШfШċůШŰŸƣШƣŸŸШ
ƚƨƖĲШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣŸŸĬШƽőċƣШƣőŔƚШ
ůĲċŰƣЮШfШőċƻĲШƣŸШƚċǃЯШƚŸůĲШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣőŸƨŊőƣШŔƣШƽċƚШŸƨƖШ9őĲŉШ?ċƻŔĬќƚШĤŔƖƣőĬċǃг 

 

ƚШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШċƖƖŔƻĲĬШĬƖĲƚƚĲĬШċƚШĲŔƣőĲƖШĲǂƓũŸƖĲƖƚШŸƖШċŰŔůċũƚЯШƽĲШĬĲĦŔĬĲĬШ
ƣŸШƓũċǃШċШŊċůĲШŸŉШőŔĬĲШċŰĬШƚĲĲťШƽőĲƖĲШƣőĲШљċŰŔůċũƚњШőŔĬШċůŸŰŊƚƣШƣőĲШƣƖĲĲƚШ
ċŰĬШƣőĲШљĲǂƓũŸƖĲƖƚњШőċĬШƣŸШǯŰĬШƣőĲůЮШ ũũШƣőŔƚШĲǂƓũŸƖŔŰŊШċŰĬШőŔĬŔŰŊШŔƚШ
ĦőċũũĲŰŊŔŰŊШƽŸƖťЯШƚŸШċŉƣĲƖƽċƖĬƚШƽĲШƚċƣШĬŸƽŰШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШŉŸƖШ
ċШƚŰċĦťШċŰĬШƖĲċĬШċШƚƣŸƖǃЮ 

ШШШШШ 

ìĲШƣőĲŰШƽĲŰƣШŸŰШċШĬŔŰŸƚċƨƖШőƨŰƣШƨƚŔŰŊШŸƨƖШĤŔŰŸĦƨũċƖƚШ
ċŰĬШůċŊŰŔŉǃŔŰŊШŊũċƚƚĲƚЮШÑőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШĬŔƚĦŸƻĲƖĲĬШ
ĬŔŰŸƚċƨƖƚШőŔĬĬĲŰШŔŰШƣőĲШŊƖċƚƚШċŰĬШ
ĲƻĲŰШƣƖǃŔŰŊШƣŸШ ĦũŔůĤШƣƖĲĲƚЮШ
§ŰĦĲШƣőĲǃШŉŸƨŰĬШċШĬŔŰŸƚċƨƖЯШƣőĲǃШƽŸƨũĬШőŔĬĲШŔƣШċŊċŔŰШ
ŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШŉƖŔĲŰĬƚШƣŸШǯŰĬЮ 
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ìĲШċũƚŸШĬŔƚĦƨƚƚĲĬШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШċŰŔůċũƚШċŰĬШƽőĲƖĲШƣőĲШ
ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣőŸƨŊőƣШƣőĲǃШůŔŊőƣШũŔƻĲЯШƚƨĦőШċƚШŔŰШŉŸƖĲƚƣƚЯШ
ŢƨŰŊũĲƚЯШŸƖШŸĦĲċŰƚЮШÑőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣőĲŰШƨƚĲĬШůŸĬĲũũŔŰŊШ
ĦũċǃШƣŸШĦƖĲċƣĲШƚŸůĲШŸŉШƣőĲƚĲШċŰŔůċũƚЮ 

ŉƣĲƖШũƨŰĦőЯШƽĲШƽċƣĦőĲĬШĦũŔƓƚШŉƖŸůШ?ċƻŔĬШ
ƣƣĲŰĤŸƖŸƨŊőќƚШƓƖŸŊƖċůůĲƚЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƽĲƖĲШ
ŉċƚĦŔŰċƣĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШŊŸƖŔũũċƚШŔŰШƣőĲШŢƨŰŊũĲЮШìĲШċũƚŸШ
ĲǂƓũŸƖĲĬШƣőĲШŢƨŰŊũĲШċŰĬШŸĦĲċŰШƣƨǭШƣƖċǃƚШċŰĬШƣċũťĲĬШ

ċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШċŰŔůċũƚШŉŸƨŰĬШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲůЮ 

7ĲŔŰŊШĲǂƓũŸƖĲƖƚШŔƚШőċƖĬШƽŸƖťг 

 

ШШ 
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Teddy Bear Picnic Stay & Play  

April 2026 

We recently hosted a wonderful Teddy Bear Picnic Stay & Play session in our baby 

room garden, and what a fantastic day it was! The outdoor space was full of 

excitement, curiosity, and laughter as children and their families joined us for a busy 

afternoon of play, discovery, and shared experiences in the fresh air. 

Our garden was carefully set up to provide a rich variety of 

sensory and exploratory activities; all thoughtfully linked to 

the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

In the mud kitchen, children explored herbs and flowers, 

mixing, scooping, and smelling as they created 

imaginative òrecipes.ó This supported Understanding the 

World through exploration of natural materials, alongside 

Communication and Language as children and adults 

talked about what they could see, feel, and smell. 

Children explored a range of musical instruments, 

investigating how to make different sounds by shaking, tapping, and banging. This 

encouraged curiosity and self-expression, supporting Expressive Arts and Design, 

while also developing listening skills within Communication and Language. 

At the easel, children engaged in mark-making using a 

variety of tools, supporting early Literacy skills and 

strengthening muscles needed for writing within Physical 

Development. The bubble machine encouraged children to 

move, reach, and pop bubbles, promoting coordination 

and Physical Development, as well as shared enjoyment. 

The sandpit offered opportunities for digging and filling, 

supporting Mathematics through early concepts such as 

capacity, while the ball pit with guttering allowed children to explore movement 

and cause and effect, linking to both Understanding the World and Physical 

Development. 

Imaginative play flourished during our teddy bear picnic, where children explored 

baskets of pretend food with their teddies, supporting Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development and Communication and Language. We then came together to 

enjoy a shared picnic, helping children build a sense of belonging and develop 

social skills. 
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The Impoᴋance ᴕ Parent Paᴋnership 

A particularly special part of the session was not only the childrenõs learning, but the 

time created for parents to connect with one another. 

Stay & Play sessions provide a valuable space for parents to slow down, spend 

quality time with their children, and engage with other families who are 

experiencing similar stages of early parenthood. Within the relaxed garden 

environment, parents were able to talk openly, share experiences, and reflect on 

their journeys. 

For many families, time apart from their babies, especially in the early days of 

starting nursery can bring a mix of emotions. Opportunities like this allow parents to 

reflect on separation, share feelings, and gain reassurance from both practitioners 

and other parents. These conversations help to normalise emotions, build 

confidence, and strengthen trust in the nursery environment. 

This links closely to the EYFS principle of positive relationships, recognising that 

supporting parents emotionally is just as important as supporting children. When 

parents feel confident, secure, and listened to, this has a direct positive impact on 

childrenõs Personal, Social and Emotional Development. Children are more likely to 

feel safe, settled, and ready to explore when they see strong, trusting relationships 

between home and nursery. 

These shared experiences also support the Characteristics of Effective Learning, as 

children benefit from consistent approaches between home and nursery, and from 

seeing their parents actively involved in their learning environment. 

We would like to thank all the families who joined us in the baby room garden for this 

special event. It was a meaningful day not only for the childrenõs learning, but for 

building connections, sharing experiences, and supporting one another as a 

community. We look forward to welcoming you to more Stay & Play sessions soon! 
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 ΟΞ 

 

Gardening at Wisbech! 

ÑőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШőċĬШũŸƣƚШŸŉШŉƨŰШƓũċŰƣŔŰŊШċШƻċƖŔĲƣǃШŸŉШƻĲŊĲƣċĤũĲƚШ
ċŰĬШƓũċŰƣƚШċƣШƣőĲШĤĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊШŸŉШƚƓƖŔŰŊЮШ§ƻĲƖШƣőĲШƓċƚƣШŉĲƽШ
ƽĲĲťƚЯШƣőĲǃШőċƻĲШƣċťĲŰШŊƖĲċƣШƓƖŔĬĲШŔŰШĦċƖŔŰŊШŉŸƖШƣőĲůШĲċĦőШ

ĬċǃШĤǃШƽċƣĲƖŔŰŊЯШ
ŸĤƚĲƖƻŔŰŊШċŰĬШ
ĬŔƚĦƨƚƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
ĦőċŰŊĲƚШƣőĲǃШĦŸƨũĬШ
ƚĲĲЮШfƣШőċƚШŰŸƽШĦŸůĲШ
ƣőĲШƣŔůĲШƣŸШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШ
ƣőĲШƓũċŰƣƚШƣőċƣШƽĲШ
ĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƣŸШŰƨƖƣƨƖĲШ
ċŰĬШũŸŸťШċŉƣĲƖШĲƻĲƖǃШ
ĬċǃЮШ 

ìĲШőċƻĲШƖĲĦĲŰƣũǃШ
ƚƣċƖƣĲĬШƣŸШƚĲĲШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШ
ŉƖƨŔƣƚШŸŉШŸƨƖШƣŸůċƣŸШ
ƓũċŰƣƚШĤĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊШƣŸШ
ŊƖŸƽЯШƽőŔĦőШƣőĲШ
ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƽĲƖĲШƻĲƖǃШ
ĲǂĦŔƣĲĬШċĤŸƨƣШċŰĬШƓƖŸƨĬШŸŉЮШÑőĲǃШĲċŊĲƖũǃШƚőċƖĲĬШƣőĲŔƖШ

ŸĤƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰƚШƽŔƣőШƣőĲŔƖШŉƖŔĲŰĬƚШċŰĬШƓƖċĦƣŔƣŔŸŰĲƖƚЯШĬĲůŸŰƚƣƖċƣŔŰŊШĦƨƖŔŸƚŔƣǃШċŰĬШĲŰƣőƨƚŔċƚůШċƚШ
ƣőĲǃШŰŸƣŔĦĲĬШƣőĲШĦőċŰŊĲƚШƣċťŔŰŊШƓũċĦĲШŔŰШƣőĲШŊċƖĬĲŰЮ 

ÑőŔƚШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲШőċƚШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲĬШůċŰǃШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШƣŸШũĲċƖŰШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШŰċƣƨƖċũШ
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